Magistrates Courts Act 1980

5B Written statements.

(1) For the purposes of section 5A above a written statement complies with this section if—
(a) the conditions falling within subsection (2) below are met, and
(b) such of the conditions falling within subsection (3) below as apply are met.

(2) The conditions falling within this subsection are that—

(a) the statement purports to be signed by the person who made it;

(b) the statement contains a declaration by that person to the effect that it is true to the best of his

knowledge and belief and that he made the statement knowing that, if it were tendered in

evidence, he would be liable to prosecution if he wilfully stated in it anything which he knew to be

false or did not believe to be true;

(c) before the statement is tendered in evidence a copy of the statement is given, by or on behalf

of the prosecutor, to each of the other parties to the proceedings.
(3) The conditions falling within this subsection are that—
(a) if the statement is made by a person under 18 years old, it gives his age;

(b) if it is made by a person who cannot read it, it is read to him before he signs it and is

accompanied by a declaration by the person who so read the statement to the effect that it was so

read;

(c) if it refers to any other document as an exhibit, the copy given to any other party to the

proceedings under subsection (2)(c) above is accompanied by a copy of that document or by such

information as may be necessary to enable the party to whom it is given to inspect that document

or a copy of it.

(4) So much of any statement as is admitted in evidence by virtue of this section shall, unless the court

commits the accused for trial by virtue of section 6(2) below or the court otherwise directs, be read aloud at

the hearing; and where the court so directs an account shall be given orally of so much of any statement as

is not read aloud.

(5) Any document or other object referred to as an exhibit and identified in a statement admitted in

evidence by virtue of this section shall be treated as if it had been produced as an exhibit and identified in

court by the maker of the statement.

(6) In this section “document” means anything in which information of any description is recorded.



